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Major Results 
 
As you all know, our Men’s team brought home the Gold Medal from the London Paralympics in 
September.  This was Canada’s only Team sport gold medal from the Summer Games, and gives our 
Men 3 of the last 4 gold medals at the Paralympics with only a silver medal in Beijing to disrupt the 
streak! 
 
A remarkable 8-0 through the tournament.  I would like to extend my congratulations to Jerry Tonello 
and his coaching staff, and of course to the players for their remarkable accomplishment. 
 
Our Women’s team was disappointed with their 6th place finish.  A bit of bad luck with a tie-breaker and 
a few letdowns at crucial moments was the difference between 6th and a real shot at a medal.  There is 
certainly no disappointment with the effort that was put in by Bill Johnson, the coaching staff and the 
Women’s team at the Games and leading into the Games during their preparations.   
 
Their 4-3 record was not representative of the effort that was put forward by the team. 
 
Funding support 
 
Significant financial support continues to be provided by OTP.  Annual funding provided to WBC for both 
the Men’s and Women’s programs topped $1.2 million for this current fiscal year.  This includes funding 
for training camps, competitions, coaches salaries, IST support, the Centres for Performance and some 
research and technology.  We are very grateful for OTP’s ongoing funding support.   
 
The most recent submission has been sent to OTP in advance of our Review Meetings scheduled for 
December 5 in Ottawa.  Bill and Jerry put in an enormous amount of work to prepare their very 
comprehensive submissions.  We should have a preliminary indication of the funding provided to the HP 
program by early January. 
 
Senior Men 
 
The Men attended tournaments in Belgium, Great Britain, France and the Netherlands between late-
March and mid-August in advance of the Paralympics.  They also hosted the USA men for a 3 game test 
series at Brock during the summer.  Hosting gave us the chance to webcast the final game of that series, 
and even with some on-site technical difficulties (no sound), it still received good numbers of viewers. 
 
Training camps ranging from 3 days to 3 weeks long were held in each of these locations in conjunction 
with the tournaments.  The Men staged for 3 days in Sheffield, GB in advance of moving into the 
Paralympic Village. 
 
After some much deserved time off, the athletes are back to training again in preparation for Selection 
Camp in January 2013 in Las Vegas.  There has been only 1 official retirement from the Senior team.  
There are 2 temporary hiatuses and 1 injury that will change the look of the Selection Camp. 
 



There are 2 senior athletes playing in Europe for the season.  There are 1 senior athlete and 4 
development athletes playing in the US college system. 
 
Senior Women 
 
The Senior Women were very innovative in their training situation for the 8 months leading into London.  
All 14 of the athletes who were eligible for selection to the team for London moved to either Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama or Trier, Germany for the months of January – April.  This semi-centralization allowed the 
women to train together, more often than ever before.  The coaches moved around to both centres to 
keep track of their training on a regular basis. 
 
After the athletes had spent the month of May with the domestic club/provincial team to prepare for 
Nationals, they all moved to Winnipeg to centralize for the summer. 
 
From June 1st to August 8th, the women trained together every day with the exception of 6 days off in 
early July.  Tournaments in Alabama and Mexico provided their competitive opportunities for the 
summer, as well as a pre-Games tournament in the Netherlands. 
 
The Women’s next opportunity to train together will be in Las Vegas in January at Selection Camp.  
There have been 2 retirements and 1 hiatus taken from the Senior 12 that will change the look of the 
Selection Camp for the Women. 
 
There is 1 senior athlete playing in Europe this season.  There are 4 senior athletes and 2 development 
athletes and playing in the US college system. 
 
Espoir Women 
 
Had a very quiet year with it being the first year after their World Championships and with it being a 
Paralympic year for the Senior team.  2 of the athletes were fully involved with the senior team acting as 
“alternates” throughout the centralized summer training. 
 
The next group of athletes is being identified and a number of them will participate at tournaments in 
Alabama (January 2013) and in Osaka (February 2013) as a way of beginning to integrate them into the 
Senior program. 
 
Junior Men 
 
The Junior men staged a couple of training camps through the summer, and have now ramped up their 
training opportunities as their World Championship approaches in September 2013.  A team of 12 
athletes will be named shortly to attend the America’s Zone Qualification Tournament, now set for 
Mexico City from March 11 – 17, 2013.  The team needs to place in the Top 2 to qualify for the World 
Championships in Turkey in September.  Canada, Mexico, Brazil and Argentina are confirmed so far. 
 
Training camps in Toronto (mid-December) and hopefully with the U of I in late February will provide the 
final team training opportunities before the Quals. 
 
Assuming the team qualifies, there will be a more formal Selection Camp in the Spring to identify the 
team that will play in Turkey in September. 



Upcoming 
 
Wheelchair Basketball Academy 
 
A Wheelchair Basketball Academy has been proposed to OTP and several other potential partners (CSI-
ON, CPC and the U of T-Scarborough Campus).   
 
The purpose of the Academy will be to produce athletes (male and female) who are capable of making a 
positive impact on the Canadian National Team programs.  By providing year-round quality, daily 
training opportunities to the selected athletes (in the Train to Train and Learn to Win phases of the 
LTAD), we expect that their skills will improve significantly in a shorter period of time, which will better 
prepare them for the international level of play. 
 
And, with it being a “Made in Canada” solution, the calendar for the Academy will be built with the 
domestic programming in mind.  No scheduling conflicts are ever expected with CWBL Finals, Canada 
Games, Junior Nationals, etc…). 
 
 
Minimal Disability Recruitment 
 
A plan is being established to work with the CCAA and CIS to promote wheelchair basketball as a viable 
option for athletes who sustain a significant injury during their basketball careers.  Every year, there are 
over 2200 male and female athletes playing running basketball at the college and university levels in 
Canada, and although we would never hope for an athlete to be injured, we know that it does happen. 
 
Janet McLachlan has agreed to participate in the project (as a former star running basketball player in 
the CIS), in order to assist WBC in finding more players like her, BY DESIGN, instead of by accident. 
 
As we confirm more information regarding the project, we will of course be in contact with the 
provinces and clubs.  Any player that gets recruited this way will of course need a club/province to play 
with on a regular basis before we ever hope to see them at the national team level. 
 
I would like to offer my thanks to Christina Swett for her time as the HP Coordinator for the past 2 years.  
Christina has moved over to the Domestic Programs file as a mat leave replacement for CJ Ireland.  
Welcome to Ryan Lauzon who started only 2 weeks ago, and who will be with us until at least March 31, 
2013. 
 
And finally I would like to thank Wendy Gittens and Paul Zachau for their tireless efforts in supporting 
the HP program.  Their dedication to WBC is evident.  We are extremely fortunate to have professionals 
such as Wendy and Paul overseeing the advancement of this program towards reaching our goal of 
being the world leader in wheelchair basketball in 2014. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sharron St. Croix, VP High Performance 


